Thymic mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue lymphoma in an adolescent girl.
Mucosa-associated lymphoid tissue (MALT) lymphoma is very rare in children. We report the first case of pediatric thymic MALT lymphoma in an adolescent Asian girl. She presented with chest pain, dyspnea, and low-grade fever. A large anterior mediastinal mass was biopsied that confirmed the diagnosis of MALT lymphoma with trisomy 18. The patient had secondary immunodeficiency with low NK cell count and high IgA and IgG levels. Because of the advanced stage and the presence of trisomy 18, she was treated with cyclophosphamide, vincristine, prednisone, and rituximab, followed by involved-field radiotherapy. She is currently undergoing maintenance therapy with rituximab and remains in complete remission at 13 months from diagnosis. Thymic MALT lymphoma should be suspected in any Asian child with a cystic thymic mass and autoimmune disease or hyperglobinemia. Because of the slow proliferation rate of this type of lymphoma, a long-term follow-up is needed.